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‘l”lm unprcccdcntd spatial and temporal covcragc  over Ihc global ocean of
satellite mcasurcmcnts  of sHrPdce wind spcml and wind speed components (i. c.,
cast-west and nor(h-south cmIponcIIIs) was first demonstrated in 1978 by h
Sc.asat spacecraft. A nearly continuous record of global-ocean wind speed was
then obtained: 1979-J 984 Nin~bus-7 Scanning Multi-channel Microwave
Radiometer (SMMR),  1985-1989 Gcosat Altimeter, 1987-prcsmt l>cfcncc
Mctcordogical Satdlitc Program (IIMSI’) Special Sensor Microwave lmag,cr
(SSMI), 1991 -present lhropcan Remote Sensing Satellite (10{ S-1 ) Altimeter, and
1992-present “J”Ol)ljX/I)osciClo]] Altimctcl. The long-term covcragc  of wind
speed component mcasurcmcnts  has not been as good compaml to wind speed,
‘1’hc 1991 -present I{RS-I Scattcmnctcr provided the first wind vector
mcasummcnts  since Scasat. Availability of data, accuracy of mcasurcmcnts,
im]mrlfincc of in-sit[l data sets, and several scientific results will be dcscribcd.
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